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This is how Tractive came into existence …

A hole in a fence, an open door, a rabbit in a field. These are all triggers to our little furry explorers we all know and love as dogs. The hunting instincts of a dog can often kick in faster than we’d like; that mellow, well-trained dog can turn into a rocket in a matter of milliseconds. This is a problem that is very familiar to most dog owners, one that is particularly familiar to founder and CEO of Tractive, Michael Hurnaus. The anxiety he felt during his dog's search & rescue was utterly terrifying, but it provided him with a great idea.

Michael’s research into existing solutions on the matter netted nothing, but his technical affinity meant that his next step was pretty clear; he needed to invent it. Around that time, Michael was working for Microsoft and then Amazon in Silicon Valley. He began discussing his ideas with an old friend of his, former university classmate and Runtastic CEO, Florian Gschwandtner. Together they built a viable business model and began their hunt for team members and capital. In October 2012, Michael quit his job at Amazon and started Tractive’s journey in Pasching, Austria.   

The Founding Team
After having discussed his plans with Gschwandtner, Michael brought the other 3 founders of Runtastic together as initial investors and also brought Hansi Hansmann and Harold Primat on board as Business Angels.Together with co-founders Michael Lettner and Michael Tschernuth, Michael Hurnaus raised Tractive to become the successful business it is today.

The Road to Las Vegas
The founding team was relentless. They worked tirelessly, but progress was substantial. They  wrapped up prototyping and presented their first product at CES in Las Vegas, the biggest consumer electronic show in the world, in early 2013. Less than 6 months after founding the company, they received their first orders in March and then began receiving regular orders already that summer.

European Market Leader
Tractive has quickly become the European market leader in the pet wearables industry - producing over 20 products and selling them in over 90 countries. In addition to their flagship product, the Tractive GPS, they also produce products like the Tractive MOTION activity tracker and provide customers with a series of companion apps for pet owners.

At the Cutting Edge of Technology
Tractive has continued to keep true to its vision and continuously updates their apps and product line with new and innovative features. The industry-leading LIVE tracking feature is miles beyond the others. Coupled with virtual fences and full location history, these features prove crucial to customers and and is a key reason why so many choose Tractive. Not only are the Tractive devices better than all the others, but their lower price point and minimal service fee makes it it truly a market leader.

For more information about Tractive devices or press information, please visit www.tractive.com
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